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.1 trust he will soon learn to teach, and instil into his father’s

.mind some better feeling towards our profession than he ap-
pears at present to possess. As for the unfortunate situation
Jie is placed in, I should say it is most unfortunate-but for
whom ? I pronounce, the public. I beg to note these are the
first cases I ever put to one shilling expense, during a resi-
dence and practice of twenty-six years, though having several
scores of pounds owing me.

I beg to subscribe myself, yours most obediently,
J. CLARKE.

DOINGS IN THE SYDENHAM SOCIETY.
l’o the Editor of TiaB LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The Sydenham Society met, as usual, on the first of
May, when the council presented a Report far more gratu-
latory than satisfactory. The subscriptions are gradually
falling off, and unless a change take place, the break up of the
Society cannot be very far off. Wheiher the doings of the
Society be the best possible, let your readers judge.
Nothing in the management of such societies as the Syden-

ham is more important than the rendering, as far as possible,
each year’s issue complete in itself. To this end there should
be the greatest possible diminution in the number of volumes
in which works are sent forth : where works cannot be got
into single volumes, both volumes should be sent out, if

possible, in the same year. Nothing can interpose a more e
serious obstacle to obtaining that continual influx of new sub-
scribers upon which such societies must depend, than the fact
that the new subscriber can only get odd volumes of works.
But the council take quite a different view of the matter;

they not only subdivide more than they need to do, and issue
the divided works in different years, but they boast of this
subdivision as allowing of " greater variety." Thus for the
present year Hippocrates is made two volumes instead of one,
which it need not have exceeded. Sydenham is also divided,
’(no reason given, and the volume not half the size of some
previous ones,) and Rokitansky is to be in four volumes in-
stead of three, and one volume only of each is issued !
The committee end with an urgent appeal for new members,

to whom, it will be seen, the temptation is vol. 2 of Sydenham,
vol. 2 of Hippocrates, and vol. 3 or 4 of Rokitansky, (the
second being the one at present out,) and a volume of the
" Bibliography," which may be brought to an end perhaps
some ten or twenty years hence.
Now, variety may be a good thing, but it may cost too

much ; and it would surely have been better, if really needful
to divide Sydenham and Hippocrates, (and a very small
change of type would have avoided this necessity,) to have
completed one work at least in the year, and to have kept
Rokitansky for the next.
To complete the works already in hand, the Society must

issue five volumes; and as there is to be next year a volume
of this " Bibliography," it must be some years before we begin
level, especially as several works are announced as in prepara-
tion. It is true that by subscribing for back years persons
may find some point at which they may get complete works;
but it must be remembered that to the class for which the
Society must look for its new members, students and young
practitioners, guineas are dear things.
Now I would suggest for the future-
1. Condensation of works and diminution of volumes.
2. To this end the occasional use of a somewhat smaller

type : the Sydenham uses a type larger than most societies of
the sort.

3. Completion of works wherever it can be done within the
year, and otherwise a simple system of exchange, (as in the
Parker and other societies.)

4. The division of the Society’s works into series, with some
change in the external appearance of each series.

5. A stronger effort to interest students in the Society by
circulars and placards to the various schools, and, if possible,
by having honorary secretaries among the students or pro-
fessions in schools. I do not see why we should not have such
as well as secretaries in provincial towns.

I have a word to add on the " Bibliography." This will be
- doubtless a valuable work, but will it really be the sort of
work to print 1600 copies of and distribute them to vil-
lages, &c. ? It is a work of great but circumscribed interest.
Would it not be possible that the Society should rather aid
than produce the work ? Suppose it granted something an-
nually for editorial expenses, and allowed its members the
option of taking it or not by an addition of 5s. to the usual
subscription, the work to be further published in the usual
way. It seems to me that to men who cannot get the books

it catalogues, such a work must be of small use ; and I .cannot
but think that a good museum-catalogue would be more ad-
vantageous to the mass of the subscribers than this book-
catalogue.

Unless there be some change in the system, I feel per.
suaded that this next year, with its numerous odd volumes,
and its very odd Bibliography, will severely test the Society’s
strength.-I remain, your obedient servant, 

A SUBSCRIBER.A SUBSCRIBER.

THE JOHN HUNTER CLUB.

To the Editor Of THE LANCET.
I SiR,&mdash;I understand a Club is being formed with the above
title, which is only to embrace the names of a few selected
fellows; members are of course to be excluded, and so are
most of the country fellows, and many of the London ones.
This secret Society had better be nipped in the bud, or exposed;
if it is allowed to go on, the members of the Club will be
marked men, and they may rely on the general practitioners
having nothing to do with them; if they wish their "pot to
boil," they had better be honest to the members of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, and to their brother fellows.

It may be well to let you know that the member’s examina-
tion for the fellowship is now a mere farce. The object of the
Council is evidently to get a large number of fellows to enable
them to oppose the onward stride of honest medical reform.

I hope this hurried note will appear in the next LANCET, or
it will, I fear, be too late to stop the formation of the Hunter
Club!-I am, Sir, yours obediently,

ONE BEHIND THE SCENES.

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY’S DINNER.
THE first dinner of the Westminster Medical Society was held
on Thursday, May 24th, at the Thatched House Tavern, St.
James’s-street; Francis Hird, Esq., President of the Society,
in the chair. Between seventy and eighty fellows of the
Society, and their friends, sat down. The President was sup-
ported, on his right, by Dr. Clutterbuck, and on his left, by
Mr. Guthrie. After the usual loyal toasts had been drunk,
" The Navy and Army" was given, in connexion with the name
of Mr. Guthrie, who thus addressed the assembly, in reply :-
Mr. President,-I have to return my most grateful thanks

for the manner in which my health has been received. Many
years have elapsed since I have had the pleasure of meeting a
company of gentlemen like the present, and I fear I should
not have done so on this occasion, if it had not been for the
earnest desire I felt, in accepting your invitation, to show my
respect for your personal character as well as professional
acquirements,-personal character being, in my opinion, of the
utmost importance in our profession.
At sixteen years of age I became a member of the College

of Surgeons, and an officer in the medical department of the
army. I was soon taught to obey, and in due time learned to
command. Younger than all, much younger than most of my
equals in rank during the Peninsular war, I soon found that
the only way to govern men was to gain their respect by per-
sonal character-by setting them an example of personal ex-
ertion which none could exceed, and by treating all with
strictness, equity, and justice, unbiassed by favour or affection.
I owe my present situation to the friends I thus acquired.
These sentiments accompanied me into the Council of the
College of Surgeons, in which body I have been often declared
to be the greatest of Tories, the strenuous supporter of all
abuses and grievances from which the members in general
suffered. I shall now tell you, Sir, that my first act as a
member of the Council of the College of Surgeons was to
point out the abuses and grievances which they inflicted on
the profession in a manner, which, whilst it caused the greatest
surprise to my older colleagues, led ultimately to their re-
moval. In doing this, I was ably supported by Mr. Keate and
Mr. Vincent, then, with me, the three youngest members of
the Council. We are now its seniors, and I am not aware
that there is one act of that body which the public approves,
of which we three have not been the principal supporters, if
not, perhaps, the proposers. There is no act, of which the
public have not approved, of which we have not been the op-
ponents. I know not what the medical politics of the present
company may be, and I care not; for, relying on that honesty
and justice to which I have alluded as necessary for the gover-
nance of men, I have no hesitation in saying that we are
perhaps in a more peculiar situation at this moment than most
public men, having supported the views of those gentlemen
who, under the name of the National Institute, claimed redress
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of the grievances they sustained, we are now obliged to oppose
the claims now advanced, because they cease to be claims for
iredress, but are demands for vengeance. We have, with them,
also changed sides, and instead of being their warmest friends,
are their determined opponents, and simply because these de-
mands are not, in our opinion, consistent with public principle,
or the interests of the surgical profession. They call on us to
resign the examinations, and the direction of surgical educa-
tion, to the persons they may appoint to preside over their
body, but who, however honourable and learned they may be,
are not the klite of the anatomists and surgeons of London, to
whom only these examinations and such superintendence
should be confided. I have again to thank you for the kind-
ness with which I have been receivedl
Mr. HIRD, in proposing Prosperity to the Westminster

Medical Society," took occasion to speak of the present pros-
perous condition of the Society. As one proof of this he
might mention that fifty-three new fellows have been
elected during the past session, and that as good prospects
hailed it in the future. The Society had published two num-
bers of their proceedings, and it was intended, in the course of
a very short period, to establish a library.

Dr. WEBSTER remarked, in the course of the evening, that
he had seen the proceedings of the Society copied from THE
LANCET, in the pages of American, German, French, Italian,
and Spanish journals. In responding to the toast of "The
Medical Press," especial notice was taken of the services ren-
dered to the profession by Dr. Tyler Smith, in his articles on
Quackery, in THE LANCET, and the miserable attempt to in-
jure him which had been made; that attempt, as must all
such, had failed, and he had proportionately risen in the
estimation of his professional brethren.
The health of the visitors was coupled with the name of

Mr. John Churchill, who related, in his response, a curious
anecdote of the father of medical publishing, John Callow,
.contained in a notice of his life in the Gentleman’s Magazine.

APOTHECARIES AND SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have perused with great pleasure Mr. Rising’s
spirited and sensible defence of licentiate apothecaries in
your number of the 12th of May; and I think my feelings in
this respect must be shared by the majority of practitioners
into whose hands it may have fallen. Permit me also to add
my mite towards the subversion of a prejudice, and to point
out what I believe to be the chief cause of the scornful stigma
attached to the word " apothecary."

" What’s in a name ?" it may be asked. To which I reply,
everything, when that name is misapplied to what it is in-
tended to designate; and that I contend this term now is to
the licentiates of the Hall.
Mr. Rising is perfectly correct in stating there is something

in the title of apothecary felt to be derogatory to the dignity of
the medical profession. And this is not surprising; we natu-
rally call to mind the ignorant medicine-vendor and com-
pounder of fifty years since; we associate the word with
plasters, gallipots, and " a beggarly account of empty boxes."
But what is the real fact ? The apothecary of the past age
has passed away with it. The calling is all but defunct; the
name unfortunately remains.
The candidates for the Hall licence are now (I speak gene-

rally, for of course individual examinations differ) subjected
to an ordeal embracing an inquiry into the fundamental prin-
ciples of physiology and therapeutics, and the basic laws of
organic life. The very words of the licence are " touching his
skill and abilities in the science and, practice of medicine,"
not alone (mark) in compounding a bolus or mixing a draught.
It is in effect virtually a physician’s examination ; and I have e
known instances of gentlemen, who had passed triumphantly
from under the lofty porticoes of the Scottish and other uni-
versities, being sorely puzzled within those dingy and vene-
rable walls at Blackfriars.

I boldly and unhesitatingly affirm that the apothecary, im-
properly so called, of the present day, the licentiate of the
much-abused Hall, is more entitled to the confidence of the
public as a medical practitioner than the mere surgeon; and
for this plain reason, one has been tested as to his medical
acquirements, the other has not. Now, every one will admit
that the medical man is wanted ten times to the surgeon’s once.

I have personal knowledge of three members of the London
College practising in the rural districts, and who, in common
with some of your misguided correspondents, sneer at 11 Rliii-
barb Hall,"-such mere anatomists, such pure surgeons, such
creatures of the tangible, so profoundly ignorant of patholo.

WILLIAM I. Cox, L.S.A., M.R.C.S.

gical research, so destitute of medical lore, that although Iwould readily submit, if necessary, to their scalpels, assuredly
they should not prescribe for me in a fever. And I am well
assured such instances are not uncommon.
Let me not, Sir, be misunderstood on this head. Far be it

from me to underrate the value and importance of the College
of Surgeons, (of which I have the honour to be a member,) or
to attempt detracting from its high merit as an examining
body, and a safeguard to the community. But its examina-
tions are purely surgical; it does not confer diplomas of medi-
cine ; and it is high time the public should be thoroughly un-
deceived on this point.
"Ne sutor ultra crepidam." Let us be honest. Let every

man restrict himself to the rights he may justly claim, and
not encroach, in a selfish and unprincipled manner, on the
dear-bought privileges of his neighbour. Let the pure remain
pure, (in every sense, if possible,) confining himself to the ap-
pliances of the surgical art, if he declines or disdains to
qualify himself legally and morally for the calling of physic;
and let not the Hall licentiate touch the tourniquet or scalpel
if he eschew the " question" and the oath at Lincoln’s-inn-
fields. Let those only who have successfully passed both
ordeals be entitled to practise both branches of the healing
art (if haply they may do so) with honour to themselves and
profit to others.
That our noble and elevating profession may soon rise

superior to the mists of error and abuse in which it is at pre-
sent shrouded, and, shaking off the trammels wherewith pride,
ignorance, and sordid selfishness, have enthralled it, soar aloft,
free and unincumbered, in the atmosphere of truth, maintain-
ing the exalted position to which it has so just a claim, is the
fervent hone of Your obedient servant.

ORIGIN OF THE VIS NERVOSA.

JOHN M. STRACHAN.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Physiologists have almost agreed in considering that

the nervous influence is either identical with, or very anala-
gous to electricity, and, so far as I know, all are of opinionthat this is generated in the brain, or nervous centres. I am
not aware, however, that any one has ever attempted to prove,
either that the brain does produce, or is capable of producing,
any such influence. And it will be admitted that there is
nothing in the structure of the organs to make it even pro-
bable that electricity’can be generated in the nervous centres,
in such quantity as must be necessary for the performance of
the various functions in the body which apparently depend on it.
Whence, then, is the Vis Nervosa derived?
May I be allowed to suggest an answer to this question, in

the hope that, if there be in it any truth, the subject may be
taken up by some one more capable of elucidating it.
By every chemical action, either positive or negative elec-tricity is produced. It is clear, therefore, that the various

and extensive chemical actions constantly going on in the
animal system-the change from venous to arterial blood in
the lungs-the change from arterial to venous blood in the
capillaries-the various secretions-the digestion of food-the
nourishment and decay of every organ, are sources from whence
an immense amount of electricity must be evolved. And for
the hypothesis that this is the source of the nervous fluid, it is
only necessary to suppose that the afferent nerves receive the
electricity set free, and convey it to the brain, from whence
it is constantly returned by the efferent nerves; and thus an
electric circle is produced, which again modifies all the che-
mical changes going on, and is capable of producing all the
effects usually ascribed to the nervous fluid.
According to this view, the brain and spinal marrow, instead

of generating, serve the purpose of accumulating, distributing,
and directing the nervous force. They hold a similar relation
to the nervous fluid that the heart does to the blood. Or they
may be likened to the coiled wire of the galvanic machine.
There would thus be shown a circulation of the nervous

fluid, dependent on, and at the sume time influencing, the
circulation of the blood.

If this hypothesis were true, the action and reaction of
these two systems, as producing all the phenomena of life,
would be a vast and interesting field of speculation. It would
afford a clear explanation of many of the facts observed by
Sir Charles Bell, Marshall Hall, Milller, and others, and
greatly increase our knowledge of disease.
My object, however, at present, is merely to suggest as pro-

bable the above source of nervous influence.
T nm. Rir. vnnr obedient servant.


